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Overview of the Symposium

The Loss Prevention Symposium, organized by the American Institute of Chemical Engineers Safety and Health Division, Group
11A, has been held annually since 1967. The objective of the symposium is to promote safety in the chemical process and allied
industries by providing a forum for practitioners from industry, academia, and government to share experiences, technological
advances, and new ideas.

Original, unpublished material is preferred. Authors are encouraged to submit an Abstract. Accepted papers will be published in the
Symposium Proceedings and may also be chosen for publication in the Division journal, Process Safety Progress. The 36th
Symposium will consist of six sessions of five to six papers each. The session topics are described below.

1. Reducing Reactivity and Runaway Hazards – This session encourages the sharing of new research on chemical reactivity
hazards, improved methods of characterizing reactive materials, and improved methods of managing the risks associated with
reactive chemicals, with special emphasis on inherently safer approaches.

Chair Robert W. Johnson
Unwin Company
1920 Northwest Boulevard, Suite 201
Columbus, OH 43212-1147
614-486-2245
614-486-2141 (FAX)
rjohnson@unwin-co.com

Vice-Chair Robert W. Ormsby
Air Products & Chemicals, Inc.
7201 Hamilton Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18195-1501
610-481-6715
610-481-8051 (FAX)
ormsbyrw@apci.com

2. Static Electricity & Ignition Control Strategies – In investigating fires or explosions, the search for the ignition source is
often one of the most troublesome tasks.  Rightly or wrongly, static electricity often receives the blame after all other credible
sources have been ruled out… even though, or perhaps because, it is a phenomenon not well understood by most.  This session
will primarily focus on practical, proven strategies for controlling static electricity hazards in the process environment.  We also
invite papers addressing the control of other unique ignition source hazards.

Chair Walter L. Frank
EQE International
North Broom Street – Unit 3
Wilmington, DE 19806
302-661-0720
302-661-0721 (FAX)
wlf@eqe.com

Vice-Chair Joeseph F. Louvar
Wayne State University
Chemical Engineering Dept.
5050 Anthony Wayne Rd.
Detroit, MI 48202-9988
313-577-9358
313-577-3810
jlouvar@eng.wayne.edu

3. Fire/Explosion Hazards Protection – Despite advances in technology, fires and explosions continue to
constitute the majority of losses to the chemical process industry. This session invites papers that identify,
analyze, or offer design guidance on fire or explosion hazards with a view toward the prevention or mitigation
of those hazards. Novel or original approaches are encouraged.

Chair William A. Thornberg
HSB Industrial Risk Insurers
85 Woodland Street
Hartford, CT 06102-5010
860-520-6090
860-520-6135 (FAX)
william.thornberg@industrialrisk.com

Vice-Chair Erdem A. Ural
Fenwal Safety Systems
90 Brook Street
Holliston, MA 01746
508-429-3190
508-429-2990 (FAX)
erdem@world.std.com



4.  Flammable and Combustible Liquids Storage – Papers are invited on Loss Prevention issues associated with the
operation and maintenance of storage vessels and facilities of all sizes and services.  Mitigation methods for
pressurized vessels and equipment under fire conditions and related topics are especially encouraged.

Chair Kris Chatrathi
Fike Corporation
704 South Tenth St.
Blue Springs, MO 64015
816-229-3405, Ext. 503
816-228-9277 (FAX)

Kris.Chatrathi@fike.com

Vice-Chair Scott W. Ostrowski
Exxon Mobil Chemical Company
Baton Rouge Chemical Plant
P.O. Box 241
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-0241
225-777-7400
225-777-4045 (FAX)
swo@exxon.com

5.  Loss Prevention Issues with Vapor Control Systems  - This session will address safety and loss prevention issues that
arise due to the need to control vapor emissions from process plant equipment because of EPA regulations. These topics could
include design and operating considerations for the following: vapor collection (vent manifold) systems; activated carbon
systems; vent scrubbers for flammable and toxic vapors; flare systems; thermal and catalytic oxidizers; refrigerated vent
condensers, etc.

Chair Stanley S. Grossel
Process Safety and Design, Inc.
41 Sussex Road
Clifton, NJ 07012-2017
973-779-8579
973-779-8579 (FAX)
ssgrossel@aol.com

Vice-Chair Gary C. Phillips
Dow Chemical Company
2020 Dow Center
Midland, MI 48674
517-636-1372
517-636-0350 (FAX)
gphillips@dow.com

6.  Case Histories and Lessons Learned – Reviews of Process Safety Incidents and near misses provide valuable learning
opportunities.  Papers detailing incidents, near misses and lessons learned are requested.
Session Co-sponsored by Group 12d – Manufacturing Area of the Process Development Group

Chair Michael L. Griffin
46 Imbler Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45218-1131
513-851-6070

mlgriffin11a@aol.com

Vice-Chair Susan R. Cyganiak
Pharmacia
4901 Searle Parkway
Skokie, IL 60077
847-982-4752
847-982-7535 (FAX)
susan.r.cyganiak@pharmacia.com

To Present a Paper

Please contact the appropriate session chair and submit a typed abstract of 150-200 words by June 1, 2001. Include the names,
addresses, telephone numbers and affiliations of the authors with the abstract. Electronic submissions by e-mail or computer disk are
encouraged. Contact the session chair for the preferred electronic file format for diskettes. Session chairs will select papers to be
presented and contact the authors by July 1, 2001. Authors of selected papers will need to complete a Proposal to Present (PTP) on
the AIChE Worldwide web site by August 1, 2001. Contact the session chair to make other arrangements if you are unable to submit
an electronic PTP. Final manuscripts for publication in the Symposium Proceedings are due to the session chairs by November 6,
2001.

Symposium Chair Symposium Vice-Chair
Henry L. Febo
FM Global
1151 Boston-Providence Tpke.
P. O. Box 9102
Norwood, MA 02062
781-255 4771
781-762 9375 (FAX)
henry.febo@fmglobal.com

John F. Murphy
U. S. Chemical Safety & Hazard Investigation Board
2175 K St. NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20037

202-261-7622
202-261-7650   (FAX)
john.murphy@csb.gov


